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Focusing on Egypt during the period 1760 to 1870, this book fills in some of the historical blanks for a dance
form often known today in the Middle East as raqs sharki or raqs baladi, and in Western countries as "belly
dance." Eyewitness accounts written by European travelers, the major primary source for modern scholars,
provide most of the research material. The author shapes these numerous accounts into a coherent whole,
providing a picture of Egyptian female entertainers of the period as professionals in the arts, rather than as a
group of unnamed "ethnic" dancers and singers. Analysis is given of the contexts of this dance--that was a
legitimate performing art form in Egyptian society appreciated by a wide variety of audiences--with a focus
on actual performances--and a re-creation of choreography.
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From reader reviews:

Wallace Long:

This Before They Were Belly Dancers: European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt, 1760-1870 are
usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Before
They Were Belly Dancers: European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt, 1760-1870 can be on the list
of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Before They Were Belly Dancers: European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt, 1760-1870 forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Karen Horton:

The actual book Before They Were Belly Dancers: European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt,
1760-1870 will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea
is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Before
They Were Belly Dancers: European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt, 1760-1870 is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

John Pierre:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Before They Were Belly Dancers:
European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt, 1760-1870 that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Before They Were Belly Dancers:
European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt, 1760-1870 become your current starter.

Nichol Colby:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Before They Were Belly
Dancers: European Accounts of Female Entertainers in Egypt, 1760-1870 is simple bringing you can read it
in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book
in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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