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Terry McDonell has top-edited some of the most influential publications in American journalism. His new
book pulls back the curtain on his four-decade career as an editor, journalist, and media entrepreneur, with
stops at more than a dozen magazines: from the launch of Outside through tenures at Rolling Stone,
Newsweek, Esquire, Sports Illustrated, and, most recently, cofounding the literary website LitHub.

McDonell lays out the realities between editors and writers with deadlines ticking, or with drinks on the bar.
His stories about the journalists, writers, and media personalities he has known can be both heartbreaking
and bitingly funny—playing “acid golf” with Hunter S. Thompson, practicing brinksmanship with David
Carr and Steve Jobs, working the European fashion scene with Liz Tilberis, pitching TV pilots with Richard
Price.

Here, too, is an insider’s practical advice on how to recruit—and keep—high-profile talent; how to craft a
compelling lede; how to grow online traffic that translates into dollars; and how, in whatever format, on
whatever platform, a good editor really works. Taking us from the raucous days of New Journalism to
today’s digital landscape, McDonell argues that the demand for storytelling from trustworthy news sources
keeps getting stronger.

A celebration of the pressures, obsessions, and satisfactions of a writing and editing life.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Grubb:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for people. The book The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on
Writing and Writers had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing
and Writers is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while
using book The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers. You never sense lose out for
everything when you read some books.

David Bostick:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this The Accidental
Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers.

Stephanie Armstrong:

The e-book with title The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers posesses a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Fanny Rutledge:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day
to reading a publication. The book The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the



e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book has high quality.
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