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Following the publication of C. S. Holling's seminal work on the relationship between animal body mass
patterns and scale-specific landscape structure, ecologists began to explore the theoretical and applied
consequences of discontinuities in ecosystems and other complex systems. Are ecosystems and their
components continuously distributed and do they adhere to scaling laws, or are they discontinuous and more
complex than early models would have us believe? The resulting propositions over the structure of complex
systems sparked an ongoing debate regarding the mechanisms generating discontinuities and the statistical
methods used for their detection.

This volume takes the view that ecosystems and other complex systems are inherently discontinuous and that
such fields as ecology, economics, and urban studies greatly benefit from this paradigm shift. Contributors
present evidence of the ubiquity of discontinuous distributions in ecological and social systems and how their
analysis provides insight into complex phenomena. The book is divided into three sections. The first focuses
on background material and contrasting views concerning the discontinuous organization of complex
systems. The second discusses discontinuous patterns detected in a number of different systems and methods
for detecting them, and the third touches on the potential significance of discontinuities in complex systems.
Science is still dominated by a focus on power laws, but the contributors to this volume are convinced power
laws often mask the interesting dynamics of systems and that those dynamics are best revealed by
investigating deviations from assumed power law distributions.

In 2008, a grand conference on resilience was held in Stockholm, hosting 600 participants from around the
world. There are now three big centers established with resilience, the most recent one being the Stockholm
Resilience Center, with others in Australia (an international coral reef center), Arizona State University's
new sustainability center focusing on anthropology, and Canada's emerging social sciences and resilience
center. Activity continues to flourish in Alaska, South Africa, and the Untied Kingdom, and a new center is
forming in Uruguay.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Christianson:

This Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) tend to
be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Discontinuities in
Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) can be one of several great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with
information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) giving you
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Kyle Gill:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex
Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Terrie Delgadillo:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex
Systems (Complexity in Ecological Systems) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in Ecological
Systems) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like
reading that will.

Pat Thomas:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this Discontinuities in Ecosystems and Other Complex Systems (Complexity in
Ecological Systems) can make you sense more interested to read.
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