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The abolitionist Mary Ann Shadd’s pamphlet A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West is, as the title
promises, a settler guide designed to inform prospective immigrants of conditions in their proposed new
home. But whereas most such works were addressed to potential white emigrants to North America from
Britain or continental Europe, Shadd’s aimed to entice black Americans to emigrate to Canada. Written in
the 1850s, when the Fugitive Slave Act had recently made life even more untenable for free blacks in the
United States, Shadd’s guide to immigration takes a position on a controversy that divided abolitionists of
the period: could emigration to Canada be a viable strategy of opposition to the oppression of blacks in the
United States, or would blacks need to remain in the country to assert their claim to equal rights as
Americans?

The introduction and background materials included in this volume help to situate Shadd’s pamphlet in its
political and cultural context, and in the context of Shadd’s own remarkable life as an abolitionist, women’s
rights activist, writer, and educator. Background materials include selections from Frederick Douglass’s Life
of an American Slave, in which he presents a view of emigration to Canada that strongly opposes Shadd’s;
portions of the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act; and relevant selections from The Provincial Freeman, Shadd’s own
abolitionist newspaper.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Trevino:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of
Canada West that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through
as your good habit, you may pick A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West become your current
starter.

Charlie Attwood:

This A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West is great e-book for you because the content that is full
of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Plea for
Emigration; or Notes of Canada West in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that
will?

Frances Drury:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve
your knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.

Walter Burchett:

You can obtain this A Plea for Emigration; or Notes of Canada West by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose



proper ways for you.
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