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In early April 1942, a little-known episode of World War II took place, said by Sir Winston Churchill to be
“the most dangerous moment of the war,” when the Japanese made their only major offensive westwards into
the Indian Ocean. Historian Sir Arthur Bryant said, “A Japanese naval victory in April 1942 would have
given Japan total control of the Indian Ocean, isolated the Middle East and brought down the Churchill
government.”

War in the Far East had erupted with the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, followed in
succession by Japanese drives on the Philippines, Indochina, the Java Sea and Singapore. Seemingly
unstoppable, the Japanese now had a vast new empire, and having crippled the American fleet at Pearl
Harbor, turned their sights on the British Eastern Fleet based at Ceylon. Occupation of Ceylon (now Sri
Lanka) would not only provide the Japanese a springboard into India but control of the essential convoy
routes to Europe and the Western Desert. And aside from the British Eastern Fleet, the Indian Ocean lay
undefended.

So far the Japanese had suffered no significant losses and the question on everyone’s lips was how soon the
enemy would appear off India. In April 1942 a Japanese fleet led by six aircraft carriers, four battleships and
30 other ships sailed into the Bay of Bengal. After the war Churchill said that potential disaster was averted
by the actions of one pilot, Squadron Leader L.J. Birchall, who in his Catalina flying boat spotted the
Japanese warships massing some 350 miles from Ceylon. He was shot down by a Japanese Zero but not
before sending a brief radio message back to his base. This gave the island’s defense forces time to prepare.

In the ferocious battles that followed, the British lost a carrier, two heavy cruisers and many other ships;
however, the Japanese eventually turned back, never to sail against India again. John Clancy, whose father
survived the sinking of HMS Cornwall during the battle, tells the story of this dramatic but little known
campaign in which a major Allied catastrophe was only narrowly averted.
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From reader reviews:

John Honeycutt:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking "The Most Dangerous Moment of
the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick "The Most Dangerous Moment of
the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 become your own starter.

Elliott Townsend:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this "The Most Dangerous Moment of the
War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 publication written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
hesitation "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 as good
book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by
its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Richard Chambers:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific "The Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's
Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942 can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you
have thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have "The
Most Dangerous Moment of the War": Japan's Attack on the Indian Ocean, 1942.

Carmen Pinto:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims "The Most
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