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"One of the best books around for demystifying the deliberately mysterious arts of advertising."--Salon

"Fascinating, entertaining and thought-stimulating."--The New York Times Book Review

"A brisk, authoritative and frightening report on how manufacturers, fundraisers and politicians are
attempting to turn the American mind into a kind of catatonic dough that will buy, give or vote at their
command--The New Yorker

Originally published in 1957 and now back in print to celebrate its fiftieth anniversary, The Hidden
Persuaders is Vance Packard’s pioneering and prescient work revealing how advertisers use psychological
methods to tap into our unconscious desires in order to "persuade" us to buy the products they are selling.

A classic examination of how our thoughts and feelings are manipulated by business, media and politicians,
The Hidden Persuaders was the first book to expose the hidden world of “motivation research,” the
psychological technique that advertisers use to probe our minds in order to control our actions as consumers.
Through analysis of products, political campaigns and television programs of the 1950s, Packard shows how
the insidious manipulation practices that have come to dominate today’s corporate-driven world began.
Featuring an introduction by Mark Crispin Miller, The Hidden Persuaders has sold over one million copies,
and forever changed the way we look at the world of advertising.

Vance Packard (1914-1996) was an American journalist, social critic, and best-selling author. Among his
other books were The Status Seekers, which described American social stratification and behavior, The
Waste Makers, which criticizes planned obsolescence, and The Naked Society, about the threats to privacy
posed by new technologies.
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From reader reviews:

Marian Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Hidden Persuaders.

Frank Dawson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Hidden Persuaders your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book
then become one form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The The Hidden
Persuaders giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
info for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Wanda Collins:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Hidden Persuaders e-book written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
personal hunger then you still question The Hidden Persuaders as good book not simply by the cover but also
with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Michael Velez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Hidden Persuaders when you essential it?
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