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From the dynamic thinker routinely compared to Malcolm Gladwell, E. O. Wilson, and James Gleick, The
Ghost Map is a riveting page-turner with a real-life historical hero that brilliantly illuminates the intertwined
histories of the spread of viruses, rise of cities, and the nature of scientific inquiry. These are topics that have
long obsessed Steven Johnson, and The Ghost Map is a true triumph of the kind of multidisciplinary
thinking for which he's become famous-a book that, like the work of Jared Diamond, presents both vivid
history and a powerful and provocative explanation of what it means for the world we live in.

The Ghost Map takes place in the summer of 1854. A devastating cholera outbreak seizes London just as it
is emerging as a modern city: more than 2 million people packed into a ten-mile circumference, a hub of
travel and commerce, teeming with people from all over the world, continually pushing the limits of
infrastructure that's outdated as soon as it's updated. Dr. John Snow—whose ideas about contagion had been
dismissed by the scientific community—is spurred to intense action when the people in his neighborhood
begin dying.
With enthralling suspense, Johnson chronicles Snow's day-by-day efforts, as he risks his own life to prove
how the epidemic is being spread.

When he creates the map that traces the pattern of outbreak back to its source, Dr. Snow didn't just solve the
most pressing medical riddle of his time. He ultimately established a precedent for the way modern city-
dwellers, city planners, physicians, and public officials think about the spread of disease and the
development of the modern urban environment.

The Ghost Map is an endlessly compelling and utterly gripping account of that London summer of 1854,
from the microbial level to the macrourban-theory level—including, most important, the human level.

Watch a QuickTime trailer for this book.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

The feeling that you get from The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic--and How It
Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern World may be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but
The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic--and How It Changed Science, Cities, and
the Modern World giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of
The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic--and How It Changed Science, Cities, and
the Modern World instantly.

Richard Nix:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Ghost
Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic--and How It Changed Science, Cities, and the
Modern World, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge
can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Robert Delaney:

The book The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic--and How It Changed Science,
Cities, and the Modern World has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to
write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this article
book.

Kenneth Garrison:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Ghost Map: The Story of London's
Most Terrifying Epidemic--and How It Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern World guide written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still hesitation The Ghost Map: The Story of London's Most Terrifying Epidemic--



and How It Changed Science, Cities, and the Modern World as good book but not only by the cover but also
from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing
a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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