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"Whether we are to live in a future state . . . is the most important question which can possibly be asked. . . .
Yet strange perplexities have been raised about the meaning of that identity or sameness of person, which is
implied in the notion of our being now and hereafter. . . ."

These words, written by the Anglican Bishop Joseph Butler, concisely summarize the crux of the problem
which renowned philosopher Antony Flew tackles in this profoundly thoughtful book. Despite the perennial
hope of life beyond the grave, Flew shows that there are insuperable difficulties in elucidating postmortem
survival on a rational basis. He analyzes the three ways that philosophers of the past have attempted to get
around these difficulties: the "reconstitutionist way" (miraculous reassembly of our deceased bodies at some
future time, such as the Last Judgment); the "way of the astral body" (a sort of duplicate, undetectable
"body," which detaches itself from the material body after death); and the "Platonic-Cartesian way"(an
incorporeal mind or soul containing a person's identity which lives on after death). The main problem, says
Flew, is the impossibility of logically demonstrating how a person surviving death in any imagined altered
state could identify him- or herself as the same person who had previously lived a flesh-and-blood life on the
Earth. Flew reviews both the classic arguments of Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, and Descartes, as well as the
modern findings of parapsychology, elucidating this complex issue with logical rigor and engaging wit.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Chase:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Merely Mortal?: Can You Survive Your
Own Death? book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Joan Freeman:

The book untitled Merely Mortal?: Can You Survive Your Own Death? contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep
reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Jerry Bonner:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This Merely Mortal?: Can You Survive Your Own Death? can give
you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you
to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Merely Mortal?: Can You Survive Your Own Death?.

Rayford Alexander:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. By the book Merely Mortal?: Can You Survive Your Own Death? we can have more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book
Merely Mortal?: Can You Survive Your Own Death?. You can more appealing than now.
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