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A composer and lyricist of enormous innovation and influence, Marc Blitzstein remains one of the most
versatile and fascinating figures in the history of American music, his creative output running the gamut
from films scores and Broadway operas to art songs and chamber pieces. A prominent leftist and social
maverick, Blitzstein constantly pushed the boundaries of convention in mid-century America in both his
work and his life.

Award-winning music historian Howard Pollack's new biography covers Blitzstein's life in full, from his
childhood in Philadelphia to his violent death in Martinique at age 58. The author describes how this student
of contemporary luminaries Nadia Boulanger and Arnold Schoenberg became swept up in the stormy
political atmosphere of the 1920s and 1930s and throughout his career walked the fine line between his
formal training and his populist principles. Indeed, Blitzstein developed a unique sound that drew on
everything contemporary, from the high modernism of Stravinsky and Hindemith to jazz and Broadway
show tunes. Pollack captures the astonishing breadth of Blitzstein's work--from provocative operas like The
Cradle Will Rock, No for an Answer, and Regina, to the wartime Airborne Symphony composed during his
years in service, to lesser known ballets, film scores, and stage works. A courageous artist, Blitzstein
translated Bertolt Brecht and Kurt Weill's The Threepenny Opera during the heyday of McCarthyism and the
red scare, and turned it into an off-Broadway sensation, its "Mack the Knife" becoming one of the era's
biggest hits.

Beautifully written, drawing on new interviews with friends and family of the composer, and making
extensive use of new archival and secondary sources, Marc Blitzstein presents the most complete biography
of this important American artist.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Burkes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Marc Blitzstein: His Life,
His Work, His World is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Novella Tinch:

The e-book untitled Marc Blitzstein: His Life, His Work, His World is the guide that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the
e-book of Marc Blitzstein: His Life, His Work, His World from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Patrick Vanmeter:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
your account is Marc Blitzstein: His Life, His Work, His World this reserve consist a lot of the information
of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Bruce Davis:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Marc Blitzstein: His Life, His Work, His World
can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?
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