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Catholicism, as it developed in colonial Mexico, helped to create a broad and remarkably inclusive
community of Christian subjects, while it also divided that community into countless smaller flocks. Taking
this contradiction as a starting point, Matthew D. O’Hara describes how religious thought and practice
shaped Mexico’s popular politics. As he shows, religion facilitated the emergence of new social categories
and modes of belonging in which individuals—initially subjects of the Spanish crown, but later citizens and
other residents of republican Mexico—found both significant opportunities for improving their place in
society and major constraints on their ways of thinking and behaving.

O’Hara focuses on interactions between church authorities and parishioners from the late-colonial era into
the early-national period, first in Mexico City and later in the surrounding countryside. Paying particular
attention to disputes regarding caste status, the category of “Indian,” and the ownership of property, he
demonstrates that religious collectivities from neighborhood parishes to informal devotions served as
complex but effective means of political organization for plebeians and peasants. At the same time,
longstanding religious practices and ideas made colonial social identities linger into the decades following
independence, well after republican leaders formally abolished the caste system that classified individuals
according to racial and ethnic criteria. These institutional and cultural legacies would be profound, since they
raised fundamental questions about political inclusion and exclusion precisely when Mexico was trying to
envision and realize new forms of political community. The modes of belonging and organizing created by
colonialism provided openings for popular mobilization, but they were always stalked by their origins as
tools of hierarchy and marginalization.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Delatorre:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book A Flock Divided: Race, Religion, and Politics in Mexico,
1749-1857 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and
of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book A Flock Divided: Race,
Religion, and Politics in Mexico, 1749-1857 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book A Flock Divided: Race, Religion,
and Politics in Mexico, 1749-1857 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.). You never really feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.

Rufus George:

This A Flock Divided: Race, Religion, and Politics in Mexico, 1749-1857 (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific A Flock Divided: Race, Religion, and
Politics in Mexico, 1749-1857 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) without we comprehend teach the one
who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry A Flock Divided: Race,
Religion, and Politics in Mexico, 1749-1857 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) can bring whenever you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This A Flock Divided: Race, Religion, and Politics in Mexico, 1749-1857 (e-
Duke books scholarly collection.) having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Leonie Blazek:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Flock Divided: Race, Religion, and
Politics in Mexico, 1749-1857 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Charles Aranda:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication A Flock Divided: Race, Religion, and Politics in Mexico,



1749-1857 (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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