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Historian Jacques Pauwels applies a critical, revisionist lens to the First World War, offering readers a fresh
interpretation that challenges mainstream thinking. As Pauwels sees it, war offered benefits to everyone,
across class and national borders.

For European statesmen, a large-scale war could give their countries new colonial territories, important to
growing capitalist economies. For the wealthy and ruling classes, war served as an antidote to social
revolution, encouraging workers to exchange socialism's focus on international solidarity for nationalism's
intense militarism. And for the working classes themselves, war provided an outlet for years of systemic
militarization -- quite simply, they were hardwired to pick up arms, and to do so eagerly.

To Pauwels, the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in June 1914 -- traditionally upheld by historians
as the spark that lit the powder keg -- was not a sufficient cause for war but rather a pretext seized upon by
European powers to unleash the kind of war they had desired. But what Europe's elite did not expect or
predict was some of the war's outcomes: social revolution and Communist Party rule in Russia, plus a wave
of political and social democratic reforms in Western Europe that would have far-reaching consequences.

Reflecting his broad research in the voluminous recent literature about the First World War by historians in
the leading countries involved in the conflict, Jacques Pauwels has produced an account that challenges
readers to rethink their understanding of this key event of twentieth century world history.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Arrington:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually The
Great Class War 1914-1918.

Kenny Crowther:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Great Class War 1914-1918, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type
is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as
reading friends.

Gary Spengler:

Beside that The Great Class War 1914-1918 in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Great Class War 1914-1918 because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Joseph Dolezal:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the top listing in
your reading list is definitely The Great Class War 1914-1918. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.
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