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The family, Cynthia Patterson demonstrates, played a key role in the political changes that mark the history
of ancient Greece. From the archaic society portrayed in Homer and Hesiod to the Hellenistic age, the private
world of the family and household was integral with and essential to the civic realm.

Early Greek society was rooted not in clans but in individual households, and a man's or woman's place in
the larger community was determined by relationships within those households. The development of the
city-state did not result in loss of the family's power and authority, Patterson argues; rather, the protection of
household relationships was an important element of early public law. The interaction of civic and family
concerns in classical Athens is neatly articulated by the examples of marriage and adultery laws. In law
courts and in theater performances, violation of marital relationships was presented as a public danger, the
adulterer as a sexual thief. This is an understanding that fits the Athenian concept of the city as the highest
form of family. The suppression of the cities with the ascendancy of Alexander's empire led to a new
resolution of the relationship between public and private authority: the concept of a community of
households, which is clearly exemplified in Menander's plays. Undercutting common interpretations of
Greek experience as evolving from clan to patriarchal state, Patterson's insightful analysis sheds new light on
the role of men and women in Greek culture.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Macdonald:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Family in Greek History. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book The Family in Greek
History. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Kristen Clifford:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Family in Greek History, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sara Matthews:

The Family in Greek History can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Family in Greek History but doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Ron Matthies:

You can get this The Family in Greek History by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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