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With roots extending back to the first decade of the twentieth century, Nash Motor Company and the Hudson
Motor Car Company managed to compete and even prosper as independent producers until they merged in
1954 to form the American Motors Company, which itself remained independent until it was bought in 1987
by the Chrysler Corporation. In Storied Independent Automakers, renowned automotive scholar Charles K.
Hyde argues that these companies, while so far neglected by auto history scholars, made notable
contributions to automotive engineering and styling and were an important part of the American automobile
industry.

Hyde investigates how the relatively small corporations struggled in a postwar marketplace increasingly
dominated by the giant firms of Ford, General Motors, and Chrysler, which benefited from economies of
scale in styling, engineering, tooling, marketing, and sales. He examines the innovations that kept the
independents' products distinctive from those of the Big Three and allowed them to survive and sometimes
prosper against their larger competitors. Hyde also focuses on the visionary leaders who managed the
companies, including Charles Nash, Roy D. Chapin, Howard Coffin, George Mason, George Romney, and
Roy D. Chapin Jr., who have been largely unexamined by other scholars. Finally, Hyde analyzes the ultimate
failure of the American Motors Company and the legacy it left for carmakers and consumers today.

Storied Independent Automakers is based on extensive research in archival collections generated by the three
companies. Residing in large part in the DaimlerChrysler Corporate Collection, these sources have been
seldom tapped by other scholars before this volume. Auto historians and readers interested in business
history will enjoy Storied Independent Automakers.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Flowers:

This book untitled Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes
Books Series) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this guide
from your list.

Megan Urick:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all
their reader with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also
they write about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try
to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book.
One of them is this Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes
Books Series).

James Sweeney:

Often the book Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes Books
Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book
was authored by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book.
This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Titus Johnson:

Why? Because this Storied Independent Automakers: Nash, Hudson, and American Motors (Great Lakes
Books Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it
will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended
up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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