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In 1910 John Merven Carrère, a Paris-trained American architect, wrote, “Learning from Paris made
Washington outstanding among American cities.” The five essays in Paris on the Potomac explore aspects
of this influence on the artistic and architectural environment of Washington, D.C., which continued long
after the well-known contributions of Peter Charles L’Enfant, the transplanted French military officer who
designed the city’s plan.

Isabelle Gournay’s introductory essay provides an overview and examines the context and issues involved in
three distinct periods of French influence: the classical and Enlightenment principles that prevailed from the
1790s through the 1820s, the Second Empire style of the 1850s through the 1870s, and the Beaux-Arts
movement of the early twentieth century. William C. Allen and Thomas P. Somma present two case studies:
Allen on the influence of French architecture, especially the Halle aux Blés, on Thomas Jefferson’s vision of
the U.S. Capitol; and Somma on David d’Angers’s busts of George Washington and the Marquis de
Lafayette. Liana Paredes offers a richly detailed examination of French-inspired interior decoration in the
homes of Washington’s elite in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Cynthia R. Field concludes
the volume with a consideration of the influence of Paris on city planning in Washington, D.C., including the
efforts of the McMillan Commission and the later development of the Federal Triangle complex.

The essays in this collection, the latest addition to the series Perspectives on the Art and Architectural
History of the United States Capitol, originated in a conference held by the U.S. Capitol Historical Society in
2002 at the French Embassy’s Maison Française.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Quintanar:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Paris on the Potomac: The French
Influence on the Architecture and Art of Washington, D.C. (Perspective On Art & Architect) will make you
to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Richard Simpson:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Paris on the Potomac: The French Influence
on the Architecture and Art of Washington, D.C. (Perspective On Art & Architect) can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Eldon Hall:

You can get this Paris on the Potomac: The French Influence on the Architecture and Art of Washington,
D.C. (Perspective On Art & Architect) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Dean Herbert:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Paris on the Potomac: The French Influence on the Architecture and Art of Washington,
D.C. (Perspective On Art & Architect) when you needed it?
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