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Covenants without Swords examines an enduring tension within liberal theory: that between many liberals'
professed commitment to universal equality on the one hand, and their historic support for the politics of
hierarchy and empire on the other. It does so by examining the work of two extremely influential British
liberals and internationalists, Gilbert Murray and Alfred Zimmern. Jeanne Morefield mounts a forceful
challenge to disciplinary boundaries by arguing that this tension, on both the domestic and international
levels, is best understood as frequently arising from the same, liberal reformist political aim--namely, the aim
of fashioning a socially conscious liberalism that ultimately reifies putatively natural, preliberal notions of
paternalistic order.

Morefield also questions conventional analyses of interwar thought by resurrecting the work of Murray and
Zimmern, and by linking their approaches to liberal internationalism with the ossified notion of sovereignty
that continues to trouble international politics to this day. Ultimately, Morefield argues, these two thinkers'
drift toward conservative and imperialist understandings of international order was the result of a more
general difficulty still faced by liberals today: how to adequately define community in liberal terms without
sacrificing these terms themselves. Moreover, Covenants without Swords suggests that Murray and
Zimmern's work offers a cautionary historical example for the cadre of post-September 11th "new
imperialists" who believe it possible to combine a liberal commitment to equality with an American Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Lowell Oliver:

This Covenants without Swords: Idealist Liberalism and the Spirit of Empire book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Covenants without Swords: Idealist Liberalism and the Spirit of
Empire without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't be worry Covenants without Swords: Idealist Liberalism and the Spirit of Empire can bring once you
are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even telephone. This Covenants without Swords: Idealist Liberalism and the Spirit of Empire having
great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

James Rouse:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Covenants without
Swords: Idealist Liberalism and the Spirit of Empire book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Albert Lightner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Covenants without Swords: Idealist Liberalism and the Spirit of Empire.

Stacy Abercrombie:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
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