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Most Americans say they believe in God, and more than a third say they attend religious services every
week. Yet studies show that people do not really go to church as often as they claim, and it is not always
clear what they mean when they tell pollsters they believe in God or pray. American Religion presents the
best and most up-to-date information about religious trends in the United States, in a succinct and accessible
manner. This sourcebook provides essential information about key developments in American religion since
1972, and is the first major resource of its kind to appear in more than two decades.

Mark Chaves looks at trends in diversity, belief, involvement, congregational life, leadership, liberal
Protestant decline, and polarization. He draws on two important surveys: the General Social Survey, an
ongoing survey of Americans' changing attitudes and behaviors, begun in 1972; and the National
Congregations Study, a survey of American religious congregations across the religious spectrum. Chaves
finds that American religious life has seen much continuity in recent decades, but also much change. He
challenges the popular notion that religion is witnessing a resurgence in the United States--in fact, traditional
belief and practice is either stable or declining. Chaves examines why the decline in liberal Protestant
denominations has been accompanied by the spread of liberal Protestant attitudes about religious and social
tolerance, how confidence in religious institutions has declined more than confidence in secular institutions,
and a host of other crucial trends.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Lundquist:

The book American Religion: Contemporary Trends can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book
American Religion: Contemporary Trends? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim
this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
American Religion: Contemporary Trends has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Michael Scott:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title American
Religion: Contemporary Trends suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this
era. The actual book untitled American Religion: Contemporary Trendsis the main one of several books that
everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Richard Freed:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This American Religion: Contemporary
Trends is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Elizabeth Rogers:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this American Religion: Contemporary Trends can make you
experience more interested to read.
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