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The 2002 revelation that George Washington kept slaves in his executive mansion at Philadelphia's
Independence National Historical Park in the 1790s prompted an eight-year controversy about the role of
slavery in America's commemorative landscape. When the President's House installation opened in 2010, it
became the first federal property to feature a slave memorial.

 

In Upon the Ruins of Liberty, Roger Aden offers a compelling account that explores the development of this
important historic site and how history, space, and public memory intersected with contemporary racial
politics. Aden constructs this engrossing tale by drawing on archival material and interviews with principal
figures in the controversy-including historian Ed Lawler, site activist Michael Coard, and site designer
Emanuel Kelly.

 

Upon the Ruins of Liberty chronicles the politically-charged efforts to create a fitting tribute to the place
where George Washington (and later, John Adams) shaped the presidency while denying freedom to the nine
enslaved Africans in his household. From design to execution, the plans prompted advocates to embrace
stories informed by race, and address difficulties that included how to handle the results of the site
excavation. As such, this landmark project raised concerns and provided lessons about the role of public
memory and how places are made to shape the nation's identity.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Cox:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Upon the Ruins of
Liberty: Slavery, the President's House at Independence National Historical Park, and Public Memory?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Felix Talarico:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Upon the Ruins of Liberty: Slavery, the
President's House at Independence National Historical Park, and Public Memory. All type of book are you
able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Angela Thomas:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Upon the Ruins of Liberty: Slavery, the
President's House at Independence National Historical Park, and Public Memory was bright colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Upon the Ruins of Liberty: Slavery, the President's House
at Independence National Historical Park, and Public Memory has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.

Macie Tiffany:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many kinds of books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Upon the Ruins of Liberty: Slavery, the
President's House at Independence National Historical Park, and Public Memory.
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