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Water is an endangered resource, imperiled by population growth, mega-urbanization, and climate change.
Scientists project that by 2050, freshwater shortages will affect 75 percent of the global population. Steven
Mithen puts our current crisis in historical context by exploring 10,000 years of humankind’s management of
water. Thirst offers cautionary tales of civilizations defeated by the challenges of water control, as well as
inspirational stories about how technological ingenuity has sustained communities in hostile environments.

As in his acclaimed, genre-defying After the Ice and The Singing Neanderthals, Mithen blends archaeology,
current science, and ancient literature to give us a rich new picture of how our ancestors lived. Since the
Neolithic Revolution, people have recognized water as a commodity and source of economic power and have
manipulated its flow. History abounds with examples of ambitious water management projects and hydraulic
engineering—from the Sumerians, whose mastery of canal building and irrigation led to their status as the
first civilization, to the Nabataeans, who created a watery paradise in the desert city of Petra, to the Khmer,
who built a massive inland sea at Angkor, visible from space.

As we search for modern solutions to today’s water crises, from the American Southwest to China, Mithen
also looks for lessons in the past. He suggests that we follow one of the most unheeded pieces of advice to
come down from ancient times. In the words of Li Bing, whose waterworks have irrigated the Sichuan Basin
since 256 bc, “Work with nature, not against it.”
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From reader reviews:

Harriet White:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World. Try to face the book Thirst:
Water and Power in the Ancient World as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Gertrude Barrett:

The book Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Thirst: Water and
Power in the Ancient World to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read
a book Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Brian Pena:

You can obtain this Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for
you.

Justin Belz:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it.
It is called of book Thirst: Water and Power in the Ancient World. You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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