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The concept of evolution is widely considered to be a foundational building block in atheist thought. Leaders
of the New Atheist movement have taken Darwin's work and used it to diminish the authority of religious
institutions and belief systems. But they have also embraced it as a metaphor for the gradual replacement of
religious faith with secular reason. They have posed as harbingers of human progress, claiming the moral
high ground, and rejecting with intolerance any message that challenges the hegemony of science and reason.
Religion, according to the New Atheists, should be relegated to the Dark Ages of superstition and senseless
violence.

Yet Darwin did not see evolution as a linear progression to an improved state of being. The more
antagonistic members of the New Atheist movement who embrace this idea are not only employing bad
history, but also the kind of rigid, black-and-white thinking they excoriate in their religious opponents.
Indeed, Stephen LeDrew argues, militant atheists have more in common with religious fundamentalists than
they would care to admit, advancing what LeDrew calls secular fundamentalism. In reaction to
fundamentalist Christianity and Islamism, this strain of atheism has become an offshoot of the religion it tries
so hard to malign.

The Evolution of Atheism outlines the essential political tension at the heart of the atheist movement. The
New Atheism, LeDrew shows, is part of a tradition of atheist thought and activism that promotes
individualism and scientific authority, which puts it at odds with atheist groups that are motivated by
humanistic ethics and social justice. LeDrew draws on public relations campaigns, publications, podcasts,
and in-depth interviews to explore the belief systems, internal logics, and self-contradictions of the people
who consider themselves to be atheists. He argues that evolving understandings of what atheism means, and
how it should be put into action, are threatening to irrevocably fragment the movement.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Farr:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Evolution of Atheism: The Politics of a Modern Movement
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer associated with The Evolution of Atheism: The Politics of a Modern Movement content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Evolution of Atheism: The Politics of a
Modern Movement is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Corey Barksdale:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Evolution of Atheism: The Politics of a Modern Movement, you could tells your family, friends and soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Jack Morgan:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer may be The Evolution of Atheism: The Politics of a Modern Movement why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Helen McClain:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book The Evolution of Atheism: The Politics of a Modern Movement we can take
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
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