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Children had surprisingly central roles in many of the public performances of the English Renaissance,
whether in entertainments?civic pageants, children's theaters, Shakespearean drama?or in more grim
religious and legal settings, as when children were "possessed by demons" or testified as witnesses in
witchcraft trials. Taken together, such spectacles made repeated connections between child performers as
children and the mimetic powers of fiction in general.

In Pretty Creatures, Michael Witmore examines the ways in which children, with their proverbial capacity
for spontaneous imitation and their imaginative absorption, came to exemplify the virtues and powers of
fiction during this era. As much concerned with Renaissance poetics as with children's roles in public
spectacles of the period, Pretty Creatures attempts to bring the antics of children?and the rich commentary
these antics provoked?into the mainstream of Renaissance studies, performance studies, and studies of
reformation culture in England. As such, it represents an alternative history of the concept of mimesis in the
period, one that is built from the ground up through reflections on the actual performances of what was
arguably nature's greatest mimic: the child.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you actually
is you don't know which one you should start with. This Pretty Creatures: Children and Fiction in the English
Renaissance is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Mary Manzo:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to
be go through. Pretty Creatures: Children and Fiction in the English Renaissance can be your answer as it
can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Jonathan Gomes:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Pretty Creatures: Children and Fiction in the English Renaissance provide you with new experience in
reading through a book.

James Fitzpatrick:

Beside this kind of Pretty Creatures: Children and Fiction in the English Renaissance in your phone, it can
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Pretty Creatures: Children and Fiction in the English Renaissance because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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