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His greatest work began as a misinterpretation. Edward Coles, former Virginian aristocrat and future
governor of Illinois, began his move westward under the impression that the Northwest Ordinance
straightforwardly banned slavery in all territories north of the Ohio River. This impression, however, was
much more absolute in law than it ever was in fact. The reality of the situation was that slaveholders moved
to territories such as Illinois and brought their lifestyle with them. So-called indentured servants, whose
condition was supposedly a result of their own choices, were often simply slaves by another name. Having
freed his slaves (some of whom nevertheless chose to remain with him) once he reached northern territory,
Coles was appalled at the reality he found upon reaching his destination. A confirmed abolitionist, Cole soon
set in motion one of the first true anti-slavery campaigns in the United States, resulting in a referendum that
would ban slavery from Illinois once and for all. This biographical volume details the life and times of
Illinois’ second governor, the “improbable” Edward Coles. The book discusses his Virginian roots and his
associations with men such as Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. It traces the motivations and
circumstances which led a man with a confirmed Southern upbringing and definitive political connections to
break the mold and uphold his unpopular moral beliefs. The main focus of the work, however, is Coles’ work
against slavery in Illinois. His political campaign, his lifestyle and his critics are all discussed. Views from
contemporaries, who saw Coles as “a man who made a great thing happen,” place Coles within the political
atmosphere of the day and belie the neglect which he received in later years. Coles own writings add a
personal note to an otherwise forgotten political story. A number of period photographs and an index are
included.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Siegrist:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in
Illinois, 1823-1824 had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to
Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824 is not only giving you much more new information but also for being
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824.
You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Geneva Ricks:

Here thing why this Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824 are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in
Illinois, 1823-1824 giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no guide that similar with Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois,
1823-1824. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area,
café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824 in e-
book can be your substitute.

Debra Riggs:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they
write about advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824.

Joseph Myrick:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the



world. By book Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824 we can have
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by
this book Governor Edward Coles and the Vote to Forbid Slavery in Illinois, 1823-1824. You can more
appealing than now.
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