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In this study of gender relations in late colonial Mexico (ca. 1760-1821), Steve Stern analyzes the historical
connections between gender, power, and politics in the lives of peasants, Indians, and other marginalized
peoples. Through vignettes of everyday life, he challenges assumptions about gender relations and political
culture in a patriarchal society. He also reflects on continuity and change between late colonial times and the
present and suggests a paradigm for understanding similar struggles over gender rights in Old Regime
societies in Europe and the Americas.

Stern pursues three major arguments. First, he demonstrates that non-elite women and men developed
contending models of legitimate gender authority and that these differences sparked bitter struggles over
gender right and obligation. Second, he reveals connections, in language and social dynamics, between
disputes over legitimate authority in domestic and familial matters and disputes in the arenas of community
and state power. The result is a fresh interpretation of the gendered dynamics of peasant politics, community,
and riot. Third, Stern examines regional and ethnocultural variation and finds that his analysis transcends
particular locales and ethnic subgroupings within Mexico. The historical arguments and conceptual sweep of
Stern's book will inform not only students of Mexico and Latin America but also students of gender in the
West and other world regions.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Trotta:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The The Secret History of Gender: Women, Men, and Power in
Late Colonial Mexico is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Faye Michaels:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book The Secret History of Gender: Women, Men, and Power in Late
Colonial Mexico it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book provides high quality.

Haley Berg:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read will be
The Secret History of Gender: Women, Men, and Power in Late Colonial Mexico.

Frances McKay:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The The Secret
History of Gender: Women, Men, and Power in Late Colonial Mexico offer you a new experience in reading
through a book.
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