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In 726 the Byzantine emperor, Leo III, issued an edict that all religious images in the empire were to be
destroyed, a directive that was later endorsed by a synod of the Church in 753 under his son, Constantine V.
If the policy of Iconoclasm had succeeded, the entire history of Christian art--and of the Christian church, at
least in the East--would have been altered.

Iconoclasm was defeated--by Byzantine politics, by popular revolts, by monastic piety, and, most
fundamentally of all, by theology, just as it had been theology that the opponents of images had used to
justify their actions. Analyzing an intriguing chapter in the history of ideas, the renowned scholar Jaroslav
Pelikan shows how a faith that began by attacking the worship of images ended first in permitting and then in
commanding it.

Pelikan charts the theological defense of icons during the Iconoclastic controversies of the eighth and ninth
centuries, whose high point came in A.D. 787, when the Second Council of Nicaea restored the cult of
images in the church. He demonstrates how the dogmas of the Trinity and the Incarnation eventually
provided the basic rationale for images: because the invisible God had become human and therefore
personally visible in Jesus Christ, it became permissible to make images of that Image. And because not only
the human nature of Christ, but that of his Mother had been transformed by the Incarnation, she, too, could
be "iconized," together with all the other saints and angels.

The iconographic "text" of the book is provided by one of the very few surviving icons from the period
before Iconoclasm, the Egyptian tapestry Icon of the Virgin now in the Cleveland Museum of Art. Other
icons serve to illustrate the theological argument, just as the theological argument serves to explain the icons.

In a new foreword, Judith Herrin discusses the enduring importance of the book, provides a brief biography
of Pelikan, and discusses how later scholars have built on his work.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Haase:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important usually. The book Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The
A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) was making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia
for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures
in the Fine Arts). You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Linda Livingston:

Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
delight arrangement in writing Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in
the Fine Arts) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Trent Gibson:

The book untitled Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine
Arts) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can read
this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice examine.

Marivel Tye:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W.
Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book
you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Imago Dei: The



Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts).

Download and Read Online Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for
Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) Jaroslav Pelikan
#D4OLFW0UI95



Read Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W.
Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) by Jaroslav Pelikan for online
ebook

Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) by Jaroslav
Pelikan Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books,
online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library,
greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons
(The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) by Jaroslav Pelikan books to read online.

Online Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the
Fine Arts) by Jaroslav Pelikan ebook PDF download

Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) by
Jaroslav Pelikan Doc

Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) by Jaroslav Pelikan
Mobipocket

Imago Dei: The Byzantine Apologia for Icons (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts) by Jaroslav Pelikan EPub


