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For over a quarter century, Iran has been one of America's chief nemeses. Ever since Ayatollah Khomeini
overthrew the Shah in 1979, the relationship between the two nations has been antagonistic: revolutionary
guards chanting against the Great Satan, Bush fulminating against the Axis of Evil, Iranian support for
Hezbollah, and President Ahmadinejad blaming the U.S. for the world's ills.

The unending war of words suggests an intractable divide between Iran and the West, one that may very well
lead to a shooting war in the near future. But as Ray Takeyh shows in this accessible and authoritative
history of Iran's relations with the world since the revolution, behind the famous personalities and extremist
slogans is a nation that is far more pragmatic--and complex--than many in the West have been led to believe.
Takeyh explodes many of our simplistic myths of Iran as an intransigently Islamist foe of the West. Tracing
the course of Iranian policy since the 1979 revolution, Takeyh identifies four distinct periods: the
revolutionary era of the 1980s, the tempered gradualism following the death of Khomeini and the end of the
Iran-Iraq war in 1989, the "reformist" period from 1997-2005 under President Khatami, and the shift toward
confrontation and radicalism since the election of President Ahmadinejad in 2005.

Takeyh shows that three powerful forces--Islamism, pragmatism, and great power pretensions--have
competed in each of these periods, and that Iran's often paradoxical policies are in reality a series of
compromises between the hardliners and the moderates, often with wild oscillations between pragmatism
and ideological dogmatism. The U.S.'s task, Takeyh argues, is to find strategies that address Iran's
objectionable behavior without demonizing this key player in an increasingly vital and volatile region. With
its clear-sighted grasp of both nuance and historical sweep, Guardians of the Revolution will stand as the
standard work on this controversial--and central--actor in world politics for years to come.
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From reader reviews:

Chester Walters:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the
World in the Age of the Ayatollahs is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Richard Moyer:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in
the Age of the Ayatollahs, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

Jennifer Nava:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Guardians of the Revolution: Iran
and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs publication written by well-known writer who really knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still question Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its deal
with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Johnnie Gonzales:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
Guardians of the Revolution: Iran and the World in the Age of the Ayatollahs. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier
to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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