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During America's turbulent antebellum era, the Supreme Court decided important cases most famously Dred
Scott that spoke to sectional concerns and shaped the nation's response to the slavery question. Much
scholarship has been devoted to individual cases and to the Taney Court, but this is the first comprehensive
examination of the major slavery cases that came before the Court between 1825 and 1861.

Earl Maltz presents a detailed analysis of all eight cases and explains how each fit into the slavery politics of
its time, beginning with The Antelope, heard by the John Marshall Court, and continuing with the seven
other cases taken before the Roger Taney Court: The Amistad, Groves v. Slaughter, Prigg v. Pennsylvania,
Strader v. Graham, Dred Scott v. Sandford, Ableman v. Booth, and Kentucky v. Denison.

Case by case, Maltz identifies the political and legal forces that shaped each of the judicial outcomes while
clarifying the evolution of the Court's slavery-related jurisprudence. He reveals the beliefs of each justice
about the morality of slavery and the judicial role in constitutional cases to show how their actions were
determined by a complex interaction of political and doctrinal considerations. Thus he offers a more nuanced
understanding of the antebellum federal judiciary, showing how the decision in Prigg hinged on views about
federalism as well as attitudes toward human freedom, while the question of which slaves were freed in The
Antelope depended more on complex fact-finding than on a condemnation of the slave trade. Maltz also
challenges the view that the Taney Court simply mirrored Southern interests and argues that, despite Dred
Scott, the overall record of the Court was not particularly proslavery.

Although the progression of the Court's decisions reflects a change in the tenor of the conflict over slavery,
the aftermath of those decisions illustrates the limits of the Court's ability to change the dynamic that
governed political struggles over such divisive issues. As the first accessible account of all of these cases,
Slavery and the Supreme Court, 1825-1861 underscores the Court's limited capability to resolve the
intractable political conflicts that sharply divided our nation during this period.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Ellefson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Slavery and the Supreme Court, 1825-1861. Try to face the book
Slavery and the Supreme Court, 1825-1861 as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Irene Allen:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Slavery and the Supreme Court, 1825-
1861 will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Richard Daniels:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Slavery and
the Supreme Court, 1825-1861 suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era.
The book untitled Slavery and the Supreme Court, 1825-1861is a single of several books this everyone read
now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Benjamin Herrera:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Slavery and the Supreme Court,
1825-1861 can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Slavery and the Supreme
Court, 1825-1861.
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