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Following the 1996 treaty ending decades of civil war, how are Guatemalans reckoning with genocide,
especially since almost everyone contributed in some way to the violence? Meaning “to count, figure up”
and “to settle rewards and punishments,” reckoning promises accounting and accountability. Yet as Diane M.
Nelson shows, the means by which the war was waged, especially as they related to race and gender,
unsettled the very premises of knowing and being. Symptomatic are the stories of duplicity pervasive in
postwar Guatemala, as the left, the Mayan people, and the state were each said to have “two faces.” Drawing
on more than twenty years of research in Guatemala, Nelson explores how postwar struggles to reckon with
traumatic experience illuminate the assumptions of identity more generally.

Nelson brings together stories of human rights activism, Mayan identity struggles, coerced participation in
massacres, and popular entertainment—including traditional dances, horror films, and carnivals—with
analyses of mass-grave exhumations, official apologies, and reparations. She discusses the stereotype of the
Two-Faced Indian as colonial discourse revivified by anti-guerrilla counterinsurgency and by the claims of
duplicity leveled against the Nobel laureate Rigoberta Menchú, and she explores how duplicity may in turn
function as a survival strategy for some. Nelson examines suspicions that state power is also two-faced, from
the left’s fears of a clandestine para-state behind the democratic façade, to the right’s conviction that NGOs
threaten Guatemalan sovereignty. Her comparison of antimalaria and antisubversive campaigns suggests
biopolitical ways that the state is two-faced, simultaneously giving and taking life. Reckoning is a view from
the ground up of how Guatemalans are finding creative ways forward, turning ledger books, technoscience,
and even gory horror movies into tools for making sense of violence, loss, and the future.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible
Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemala? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with
their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Richard Hunt:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it is known to
us that book is very important usually. The book Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemala was making you
to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you.
The reserve Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemala is not only giving you more new information but
also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemala.
You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Paul Steinbach:

The book untitled Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemala contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all
the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Jack Nguyen:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Reckoning: The Ends of War in Guatemala when you necessary it?
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