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Through the lives and works of three women in colonial California, Bárbara O. Reyes examines frontier
mission social spaces and their relationship to the creation of gendered colonial relations in the Californias.
She explores the function of missions and missionaries in establishing hierarchies of power and in defining
gendered spaces and roles, and looks at the ways that women challenged, and attempted to modify, the
construction of those hierarchies, roles, and spaces.

Reyes studies the criminal inquiry and depositions of Barbara Gandiaga, an Indian woman charged with
conspiracy to murder two priests at her mission; the divorce petition of Eulalia Callis, the first lady of
colonial California who petitioned for divorce from her adulterous governor-husband; and the testimonio of
Eulalia Pérez, the head housekeeper at Mission San Gabriel who acquired a position of significant authority
and responsibility but whose work has not been properly recognized. These three women's voices seem to
reach across time and place, calling for additional, more complex analysis and questions: Could women have
agency in the colonial Californias? Did the social structures or colonial processes in place in the frontier
setting of New Spain confine or limit them in particular gendered ways? And, were gender dynamics in
colonial California explicitly rigid as a result of the imperatives of the goals of colonization?
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From reader reviews:

Kermit Diaz:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters), you could
tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

Rafael Rainey:

The book with title Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana
Matters) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

Keven Peterson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana
Matters) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Barbara Erickson:

This Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters) is fresh
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Private Women, Public Lives: Gender and the Missions of the Californias (Chicana Matters) can be the light
food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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