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What can we know of the private lives of early British sovereigns? Through the unusually large number of
letters that survive from King James VI of Scotland/James I of England (1566-1625), we can know a great
deal. Using original letters, primarily from the British Library and the National Library of Scotland, David
Bergeron creatively argues that James' correspondence with certain men in his court constitutes a gospel of
homoerotic desire. Bergeron grounds his provocative study on an examination of the tradition of letter
writing during the Renaissance and draws a connection between homosexual desire and letter writing during
that historical period.

King James, commissioner of the Bible translation that bears his name, corresponded with three principal
male favorites—Esmé Stuart (Lennox), Robert Carr (Somerset), and George Villiers (Buckingham). Esmé
Stuart, James' older French cousin, arrived in Scotland in 1579 and became an intimate adviser and friend to
the adolescent king. Though Esmé was eventually forced into exile by Scottish nobles, his letters to James
survive, as does James' hauntingly allegorical poem Phoenix. The king's close relationship with Carr began
in 1607. James' letters to Carr reveal remarkable outbursts of sexual frustration and passion.

A large collection of letters exchanged between James and Buckingham in the 1620s provides the clearest
evidence for James' homoerotic desires. During a protracted separation in 1623, letters between the two raced
back and forth. These artful, self-conscious letters explore themes of absence, the pleasure of letters, and a
preoccupation with the body. Familial and sexual terms become wonderfully intertwined, as when James
greets Buckingham as "my sweet child and wife."

King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire presents a modern-spelling edition of seventy-five letters
exchanged between Buckingham and James. Across the centuries, commentators have condemned the letters
as indecent or repulsive. Bergeron argues that on the contrary they reveal an inward desire of king and
subject in a mutual exchange of love.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the King James and Letters of
Homoerotic Desire is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Charles Wilkerson:

Often the book King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.

William Nelson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide King James and Letters of Homoerotic Desire was filled with regards
to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Michael Medellin:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is King James and Letters
of Homoerotic Desire.
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