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In the 1980s, Willis McGlascoe Carter's handwritten memoir turned up unexpectedly in the hands of a
midwestern antiques dealer. Its twenty-two pages told a fascinating story of a man born into slavery in
Virginia who, at the onset of freedom, gained an education, became a teacher, started a family, and edited a
newspaper. Even his life as a slave seemed exceptional: he described how his owners treated him and his
family with respect, and he learned to read and write. Tucked into its back pages, the memoir included a
handwritten tribute to Carter, written by his fellow teachers upon his death. Robert Heinrich and Deborah
Harding's From Slave to Statesman tells the extraordinary story of Willis M. Carter's life. Using Carter's
brief memoir--one of the few extant narratives penned by a former slave--as a starting point, Heinrich and
Harding fill in the abundant gaps in his life, providing unique insight into many of the most important events
and transformations in this period of southern history.

Carter was born a slave in 1852. Upon gaining freedom after the Civil War, Carter, like many former slaves,
traveled in search of employment and education. He journeyed as far as Rhode Island and then moved to
Washington, DC, where he attended night school before entering and graduating from Wayland Seminary.
He continued on to Staunton, Virginia, where he became a teacher and principal in the city's African
American schools, the editor of the Staunton Tribune, a leader in community and state civil rights
organizations, and an activist in the Republican Party. Carter served as an alternate delegate to the 1896
Republican National Convention, and later he helped lead the battle against Virginia's new state constitution,
which white supremacists sought to use as a means to disenfranchise blacks. As part of that campaign, Carter
traveled to Richmond to address delegates at the constitutional convention, serving as chairman of a
committee that advocated voting rights and equal public education for African Americans. Although Carter
did not live to see Virginia adopt its new Jim Crow constitution, he died knowing that he had done all in his
power to stop it. From Slave to Statesman fittingly resurrects Carter's all-but-forgotten story, adding
immeasurably to our understanding of the journey that he and men like him took out of slavery into a world
of incredible promise and powerful disappointment.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Trimble:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book From Slave to Statesman: The Life of Educator,
Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic
World) has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide From Slave to Statesman: The Life of Educator,
Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic
World) is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book From Slave
to Statesman: The Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia
(Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World). You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Carol Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book From Slave to Statesman: The Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights
Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high
quality.

John Stewart:

The reason why? Because this From Slave to Statesman: The Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights
Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the Atlantic World) is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.



Catharine Rosol:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this From Slave to Statesman: The Life of
Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and the
Atlantic World) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism From Slave to Statesman: The
Life of Educator, Editor, and Civil Rights Activist Willis M. Carter of Virginia (Antislavery, Abolition, and
the Atlantic World) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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