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Molecular biologist Elizabeth Blackburn--one of Time magazine's 100 "Most Influential People in the
World" in 2007--made headlines in 2004 when she was dismissed from the President's Council on Bioethics
after objecting to the council's call for a moratorium on stem cell research and protesting the suppression of
relevant scientific evidence in its final report. But it is Blackburn's groundbreaking work on telomeric DNA,
which launched the field of telomere research, that will have the more profound and long-lasting effect on
science and society. In this compelling biography, Catherine Brady tells the story of Elizabeth Blackburn's
life and work and the emergence of a new field of scientific research on the specialized ends of
chromosomes and the enzyme, telomerase, that extends them. In the early stages of telomere research,
telomerase, heralded as a potential cure for cancer and diseases related to aging, attracted the voracious
interest of biotech companies. The surrounding hype succeeded in confusing the role of telemorase in
extending the life of a cell with a mechanism that might extend the lifespan of an entire organism. In Brady's
hands, Blackburn's story reveals much about the tension between pure and applied science, the politicking
that makes research science such a competitive field, and the resourceful opportunism that characterizes the
best scientific thinking. Brady describes the science accessibly and compellingly. She explores Blackburn's
struggle to break down barriers in an elite, male-dominated profession, her role as a mentor to other women
scientists (many of whom have made their mark in telomere research), and the collaborative nature of
scientific work. This book gives us a vivid portrait of an exceptional woman and a new understanding of the
combination of curiosity, imaginative speculation, and aesthetic delight that powers scientific
discovery.Catherine Brady is Assistant Professor in the MFA in Writing Program at the University of San
Francisco. She is the author of two collections of short stories, The End of the Class War and Curled in the
Bed of Love (a winner of the 2002 Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction).
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From reader reviews:

William Perez:

The book Elizabeth Blackburn and the Story of Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press) make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a
book Elizabeth Blackburn and the Story of Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press) to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a guide Elizabeth Blackburn and
the Story of Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

John Dudley:

Here thing why this kind of Elizabeth Blackburn and the Story of Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA
(MIT Press) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends
in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Elizabeth Blackburn and the Story of
Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press) giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Elizabeth Blackburn and the Story
of Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up
your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It
is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Elizabeth Blackburn and the Story of Telomeres:
Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press) in e-book can be your alternative.

Sandra Kelley:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Elizabeth Blackburn and
the Story of Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press) which is having the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.

James Stevens:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Elizabeth Blackburn and the Story of
Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press) to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for



you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Elizabeth Blackburn and the Story of
Telomeres: Deciphering the Ends of DNA (MIT Press) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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