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Spain's development from a premodern society into a modern unified nation-state with an integrated
economy was painfully slow and varied widely by region. Economic historians have long argued that high
internal transportation costs limited domestic market integration, while at the same time the Castilian capital
city of Madrid drew resources from surrounding Spanish regions as it pursued its quest for centralization.
According to this view, powerful Madrid thwarted trade over large geographic distances by destroying an
integrated network of manufacturing towns in the Spanish interior.

Challenging this long-held view, Regina Grafe argues that decentralization, not a strong and powerful
Madrid, is to blame for Spain's slow march to modernity. Through a groundbreaking analysis of the market
for bacalao--dried and salted codfish that was a transatlantic commodity and staple food during this period--
Grafe shows how peripheral historic territories and powerful interior towns obstructed Spain's economic
development through jurisdictional obstacles to trade, which exacerbated already high transport costs. She
reveals how the early phases of globalization made these regions much more externally focused, and how
coastal elites that were engaged in trade outside Spain sought to sustain their positions of power in relation to
Madrid.

Distant Tyranny offers a needed reassessment of the haphazard and regionally diverse process of state
formation and market integration in early modern Spain, showing how local and regional agency
paradoxically led to legitimate governance but economic backwardness.
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From reader reviews:

Irene Gwyn:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and
Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) will make you
to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Lewis Manns:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain,
1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) was making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Distant
Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World) is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Helen Rios:

You may get this Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the
modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange you
to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Timothy Lumpkin:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Distant Tyranny: Markets, Power, and Backwardness in Spain, 1650-1800 (The Princeton Economic
History of the Western World). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book,
it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must



aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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