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In the half-century between 1831 and 1881 three massive obelisks left Egypt for new lands. Prior to these
journeys, the last large obelisk moved was the Vatican obelisk in 1586 ? one of the great engineering
achievements of the Renaissance. Roman emperors moved more than a dozen, but left no records of how
they did it. The nineteenth-century engineers entrusted with transporting the obelisks across oceans had to
invent new methods, and they were far from certain that they would work. As the three obelisks, bound for
Paris, London and New York, sailed towards their new homes, the world held its breath. Newspapers
reported the obelisks' daily progress, complete with dramatic illustrations of the heroic deeds of the engineers
and crews struggling under nearly impossible conditions. When the obelisks finally arrived safely in their
new homes, bands played Cleopatra's Needle Waltz and silver obelisk pencils dangled from fashionable
ladies' necks.

This turbulent era, caught up in obelisk mania, is recreated by Bob Brier in all its glory. Amid astounding
tales of engineering dexterity and naval endurance, the individuals involved in transporting the obelisks and
receiving them in their future homes are brought to life through their letters and diaries, newspaper articles
and illustrations. Written by a renowned Egyptologist and author, this compelling book will fascinate all
those interested in Egypt, its iconic monuments and the history of great endeavour.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Jorge:

The book Cleopatra's Needles: The Lost Obelisks of Egypt (Bloomsbury Egyptology) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
good thing like a book Cleopatra's Needles: The Lost Obelisks of Egypt (Bloomsbury Egyptology)? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Cleopatra's Needles: The Lost Obelisks of
Egypt (Bloomsbury Egyptology) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for
you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Jeff Jaco:

The reason why? Because this Cleopatra's Needles: The Lost Obelisks of Egypt (Bloomsbury Egyptology) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Dominique Rigney:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Cleopatra's Needles: The Lost
Obelisks of Egypt (Bloomsbury Egyptology) guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism
Cleopatra's Needles: The Lost Obelisks of Egypt (Bloomsbury Egyptology) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mark Montague:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Cleopatra's Needles: The Lost Obelisks
of Egypt (Bloomsbury Egyptology) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book
you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't



recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have
Cleopatra's Needles: The Lost Obelisks of Egypt (Bloomsbury Egyptology).
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