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This fascinating and groundbreaking work tells the remarkable story of the relationship between
Americans and their trees across the entire span of our nation’s history.

Like many of us, historians have long been guilty of taking trees for granted. Yet the history of trees in
America is no less remarkable than the history of the United States itself—from the majestic white pines of
New England, which were coveted by the British Crown for use as masts in navy warships, to the orange
groves of California, which lured settlers west. In fact, without the country’s vast forests and the hundreds of
tree species they contained, there would have been no ships, docks, railroads, stockyards, wagons, barrels,
furniture, newspapers, rifles, or firewood. No shingled villages or whaling vessels in New England. No New
York City, Miami, or Chicago. No Johnny Appleseed, Paul Bunyan, or Daniel Boone. No Allied planes in
World War I, and no suburban sprawl in the middle of the twentieth century. America—if indeed it
existed—would be a very different place without its millions of acres of trees.

As Eric Rutkow’s brilliant, epic account shows, trees were essential to the early years of the republic and
indivisible from the country’s rise as both an empire and a civilization. Among American Canopy’s many
fascinating stories: the Liberty Trees, where colonists gathered to plot rebellion against the British; Henry
David Thoreau’s famous retreat into the woods; the creation of New York City’s Central Park; the great fire
of 1871 that killed a thousand people in the lumber town of Peshtigo, Wisconsin; the fevered attempts to
save the American chestnut and the American elm from extinction; and the controversy over spotted owls
and the old-growth forests they inhabited. Rutkow also explains how trees were of deep interest to such
figures as George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, Teddy Roosevelt, and FDR, who
oversaw the planting of more than three billion trees nationally in his time as president.

As symbols of liberty, community, and civilization, trees are perhaps the loudest silent figures in our
country’s history. America started as a nation of people frightened of the deep, seemingly infinite woods; we
then grew to rely on our forests for progress and profit; by the end of the twentieth century we came to
understand that the globe’s climate is dependent on the preservation of trees. Today, few people think about
where timber comes from, but most of us share a sense that to destroy trees is to destroy part of ourselves
and endanger the future.

Never before has anyone treated our country’s trees and forests as the subject of a broad historical study, and
the result is an accessible, informative, and thoroughly entertaining read. Audacious in its four-hundred-year
scope, authoritative in its detail, and elegant in its execution, American Canopy is perfect for history buffs
and nature lovers alike and announces Eric Rutkow as a major new author of popular history.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Dame:

The knowledge that you get from American Canopy: Trees, Forests, and the Making of a Nation will be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but American Canopy: Trees, Forests, and the Making of
a Nation giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this specific American Canopy: Trees, Forests, and the Making of a Nation instantly.

Patricia Stewart:

Why? Because this American Canopy: Trees, Forests, and the Making of a Nation is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the reserve store hurriedly.

Patrick Duenas:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list is definitely American Canopy: Trees, Forests, and the Making of a Nation.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Harold Bunch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
American Canopy: Trees, Forests, and the Making of a Nation.
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