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"A Saint in the City" examines the elaborate visual culture of the Mourides, a Senegalese Sufi movement
based upon the mystical teachings of Sheikh Amadou Bamba (1953-1927). In the boldly visual city of
Dakar, images abound despite the fact that Senegal is largely a Muslim country. Vibrant street murals,
calligraphy and calligrams, didactic posters, drawings that protect and heal, advertising images, colourful
clothing, Web sites, intricate glass paintings, and innovative architecture all attest to the transformative
potency that expressive culture has for Mourides. One image is ubiquitous throughout urban Senegal: the
portrait of Sheikh Amadou Bamba, based upon a colonial photograph from 1913. Sacred images "work" for
Mourides, and as Bamba is a saint (Wali Allah, or "Friend of God" in Arabic), his portrait actively conveys
powerful blessings called baraka that help people to address everyday difficulties, challenges, and goals. The
Mouride Way is observed by over four million Senegalese and thousands more around the globe including
increasing numbers of African Americans and others converting to this most African of Islamic paths.
Amadou Bamba's pacifism, dignity, and self-reliance, as well as his emphasis on the sanctity of work, offer a
view of Islam quite different from those currently suggested by Western media. Indeed, "A Saint in the City"
reminds us that there are many faces of Islam in Africa and throughout the world. It also assists readers to
reconsider misconceptions concerning the prohibition of images in Islam in light of the explosion of visual
culture derived from a single photograph of Sheikh Amadou Bamba. "A Saint in the City" grows from a
decade of interdisciplinary research and focuses upon nine contemporary artists who base their works upon
the spiritual teachings of Amadou Bamba, regardless of their particular backgrounds, training, or styles. The
book boldly transgresses the boundaries normally enforced between local and global, fine and popular arts,
gallery and streets, historical and contemporary circumstances. An emphasis upon Mouride artists' own
voices further decenters the narrative. Allen F. Roberts is professor of world arts and cultures and director of
the James S. Coleman African Studies Center at UCLA. Mary Nooter Roberts is deputy director and chief
curator of the UCLA Fowler Museum of Cultural History.
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From reader reviews:

Roxie Spencer:

The reserve untitled A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban Senegal is the book that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban Senegal from the publisher to make you far
more enjoy free time.

Susan Gagnon:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban Senegal can be fine book to read. May be
it is usually best activity to you.

Ida Green:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban Senegal.

Carla McFarlin:

This A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban Senegal is great guide for you because the content that is full of
information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences.
Having A Saint in the City: Sufi Arts of Urban Senegal in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, info
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right
but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt in which?
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