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As you read these words, the architects of the new virtual reality are inventing a world you never imagined:
call it the playful world. It's a world of interactive Web-based toys that instantly collapse the gulf between
wish and existence, space and time, animate and inanimate. It's a world where the entire fabric of the
material world becomes manipulable, programmable, mutable. Situated at the crossroads of high technology
and popular culture, the playful world is taking shape at the speed of electronic creativity.

Are you ready for it? Your kids are.

In this spellbinding new book, Mark Pesce, one of the pioneers in the ongoing technological revolution,
explores how a new kind of knowing and a new way of creating are transforming the culture of our time. It
started, bizarrely enough, with Furbys, the first toys that had the "will" to grow and interact intelligently with
their environment. As Pesce argues, Furbys, for all their cloying cuteness, were a vital sign of a new human
endeavor--the ability to copy part of our own intelligence into the physical world.

But engineers of the playful world have already gone much further into considerably stranger virtual realms.
Pesce takes us inside the world's cutting-edge research facilities where the distinction between bits and atoms
is rapidly dissolving. We meet the creators of LEGO Mindstorms, a snap-together plastic device that
intelligently controls motors and processes data from sensors. We watch technological geniuses like Marvin
Minsky and Eric Drexler turn the theoretical breakthroughs of Nobel laureate Richard Feynman into
"nanites"-- tiny ultra-high-speed computers that replicate intelligent life. We observe the launch of the
amazing and much-anticipated Sony Playstation 2, a platform that will allow us to bring synthetic worlds
into the home and create a gateway to the living planet.

Web-based toys are only the beginning--the first glimmer of a new reality that is transforming our entire
culture with incredible speed and power. After all,  thanks to the computer revolution and the Internet, all of
us already command powers that just a generation ago would have been described as magical. Magic is about
to take on a whole new dimension. In this dazzling book, Mark Pesce offers a mind-bending preview of the
incredible future that awaits us all in The Playful World.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Carter:

This The Playful World: How Technology Is Transforming Our Imagination book is just not ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Playful World: How Technology Is Transforming Our
Imagination without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Playful World: How Technology Is Transforming Our Imagination
can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Playful World: How Technology Is
Transforming Our Imagination having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Tony Sanford:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Playful World: How Technology
Is Transforming Our Imagination book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Juanita Stoneman:

The publication with title The Playful World: How Technology Is Transforming Our Imagination has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
this anywhere you want.

Kathe Waller:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Playful World: How Technology Is Transforming Our
Imagination why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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