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The history of western notions about Islam is of obvious scholarly as well as popular interest today. This
book investigates Christian images of the Muslim Middle East, focusing on the period from the Renaissance
to the Enlightenment, when the nature of divine as well as human power was under particularly intense
debate in the West.

Ivan Kalmar explores how the controversial notion of submission to ultimate authority has in the western
world been discussed with reference to Islam’s alleged recommendation to obey, unquestioningly, a
merciless Allah in heaven and a despotic government on earth. He discusses how Abrahamic faiths –
Christianity and Judaism as much as Islam – demand devotion to a sublime power, with the faith that this
power loves and cares for us, a concept that brings with it the fear that, on the contrary, this power only toys
with us for its own enjoyment. For such a power, Kalmar borrows Slavoj Zizek’s term "obscene father". He
discusses how this describes exactly the western image of the Oriental despot - Allah in heaven, and the
various sultans, emirs and ayatollahs on earth – and how these despotic personalities of imagined Muslim
society function as a projection, from the West on to the Muslim Orient, of an existential anxiety about
sublime power.

Making accessible academic debates on the history of Christian perceptions of Islam and on Islam and the
West, this book is an important addition to the existing literature in the areas of Islamic studies, religious
history and philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Early Orientalism: Imagined
Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power (Islamic Studies Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jaclyn Warner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Early
Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power (Islamic Studies Series).

Victor Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book Early Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power (Islamic
Studies Series) was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Sherrie Beardsley:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those guides have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By book Early
Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power (Islamic Studies Series) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Early
Orientalism: Imagined Islam and the Notion of Sublime Power (Islamic Studies Series). You can more
inviting than now.
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