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February, 1940: After a decade of worldwide depression, World War II had begun in Europe and Asia.
With Germany on the march, and Japan at war with China, the global crisis was in a crescendo. America’s
top songwriter, Irving Berlin, had captured the nation’s mood a little more than a year before with his
patriotic hymn, “God Bless America.”

Woody Guthrie was having none of it. Near-starving and penniless, he was traveling from Texas to New
York to make a new start. As he eked his way across the country by bus and by thumb, he couldn’t avoid
Berlin’s song. Some people say that it was when he was freezing by the side of the road in a Pennsylvania
snowstorm that he conceived of a rebuttal. It would encompass the dark realities of the Dust Bowl and Great
Depression, and it would begin with the lines: “This land is your land, this land is my land….”

In This Land That I Love, John Shaw writes the dual biography of these beloved American songs. Examining
the lives of their authors, he finds that Guthrie and Berlin had more in common than either could have
guessed. Though Guthrie’s image was defined by train-hopping, Irving Berlin had also risen from
homelessness, having worked his way up from the streets of New York.

At the same time, This Land That I Love sheds new light on our patriotic musical heritage, from “Yankee
Doodle” and “The Star-Spangled Banner” to Martin Luther King’s recitation from “My Country ’Tis of
Thee” on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in August 1963. Delving into the deeper history of war songs,
minstrelsy, ragtime, country music, folk music, and African American spirituals, Shaw unearths a rich vein
of half-forgotten musical traditions. With the aid of archival research, he uncovers new details about the
songs, including a never-before-printed verse for “This Land Is Your Land.” The result is a fascinating
narrative that refracts and re-envisions America’s tumultuous history through the prism of two unforgettable
anthems.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Barnes:

The book This Land that I Love: Irving Berlin, Woody Guthrie, and the Story of Two American Anthems
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the great thing like a book This Land that I Love: Irving Berlin, Woody Guthrie, and the Story
of Two American Anthems? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
This Land that I Love: Irving Berlin, Woody Guthrie, and the Story of Two American Anthems has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by
start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Victor Willis:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled This Land that I Love: Irving Berlin, Woody Guthrie, and the Story of Two American Anthems your
brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The This Land that I Love: Irving
Berlin, Woody Guthrie, and the Story of Two American Anthems giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Charlotte Bernstein:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The This Land that I Love: Irving Berlin, Woody Guthrie, and the Story of Two American Anthems
will give you new experience in reading a book.

Mindy Hicks:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This This Land that I Love: Irving Berlin,
Woody Guthrie, and the Story of Two American Anthems is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a



lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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