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This book presents a new examination of Victorian nurses which challenges commonly-held assumptions
about their character and motivation. Nineteenth century nursing history has, until now, concentrated almost
exclusively on nurse leaders, on the development of nursing as a profession and the politics surrounding
registration. This emphasis on big themes, and reliance on the writings of nursing’s upper stratum, has
resulted in nursing history being littered with stereotypes. This book is one of the first attempts to
understand, in detail, the true nature of Victorian nursing at ground level.

Uniquely, the study views nursing through an economic lens, as opposed to the more usual vocational focus.
Nursing is placed in the wider context of women’s role in British society, and the changing prospects for
female employment in the high Victorian period. Using St George’s Hospital, London as a case study, the
book explores the evolution of nurse recruitment, training, conditions of employment and career
development in the second half of the nineteenth century. Pioneering prosopographical techniques, which
combined archival material with census data to create a database of named nurses, have enabled the
generation – for the first time – of biographies of ordinary nurses.

Sue Hawkins’ findings belie the picture of nursing as a profession dominated by middle class women.
Nursing was a melting pot of social classes, with promotion and opportunity extended to all women on the
basis of merit alone. This pioneering work will interest students and researchers in nursing history, the social
and cultural history of Victorian England and women’s studies.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Duckett:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Nursing and
Women's Labour in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest for Independence? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser
than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lucille Renner:

The reason? Because this Nursing and Women's Labour in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest for
Independence is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will
distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book
in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were
you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Christopher Thompson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Nursing and Women's Labour in the
Nineteenth Century: The Quest for Independence, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you
still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Henry Vance:

Nursing and Women's Labour in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest for Independence can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Nursing and Women's Labour in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest for Independence however doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial contemplating.
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