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Anyone who pays attention to the popular press knows that the new media will soon make books obsolete.
But predicting the imminent demise of the book is nothing new. At the beginning of the twentieth century,
for example, some critics predicted that the electro-mechanical phonograph would soon make books
obsolete. Still, despite the challenges of a century and a half of new media, books remain popular, with
Americans purchasing more than eight million books each day. In How Books Came to America, John
Hruschka traces the development of the American book trade from the moment of European contact with the
Americas, through the growth of regional book trades in the early English colonial cities, to the more or less
unified national book trade that emerged after the American Civil War and flourished in the twentieth
century. He examines the variety of technological, historical, cultural, political, and personal forces that
shaped the American book trade, paying particular attention to the contributions of the German bookseller
Frederick Leypoldt and his journal, Publishers Weekly.

Unlike many studies of the book business, How Books Came to America is more concerned with business
than it is with books. Its focus is on how books are manufactured and sold, rather than how they are written
and read. It is, nevertheless, the story of the people who created and influenced the book business in the
colonies and the United States. Famous names in the American book trade—Benjamin Franklin, Robert Hoe,
the Harpers, Henry Holt, and Melvil Dewey—are joined by more obscure names like Joseph Glover, Conrad
Beissel, and the aforementioned Frederick Leypoldt. Together, they made the American book trade the
unique commercial institution it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Clothier:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will need this How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American
Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the Book).

Jessica Adkins:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular How
Books Came to America: The Rise of the American Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the
Book) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Susan Albro:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American Book Trade
(Penn State Series in the History of the Book) as the daily resource information.

Jackie Armstrong:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline How Books
Came to America: The Rise of the American Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the Book)
suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled
How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the
Book)is one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in
the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The
author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the



represented of the world within this book.
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