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Honorable Mention by the David Easton Award Committee

APSA Finalist for the 2009 Herskovits Award for outstanding scholarly work published on Africa

Heterosexual Africa? The History of an Idea from the Age of Exploration to the Age of AIDS builds from
Marc Epprecht’s previous book, Hungochani (which focuses expli citly on same-sex desire in southern
Africa) to explore the historical processes by which a singular, heterosexual identity for Africa was
constructed—by anthropologists, ethnopsychologists, colonial officials, African elites, and most recently,
health care workers seeking to address the HIV/AIDS pandemic. This is an eloquently written, accessible
book, based on a rich and diverse range of sources, that will find enthusiastic audiences in classrooms and in
the general public.

Epprecht argues that Africans, just like people all over the world, have always had a range of sexualities and
sexual identities. Over the course of the last two centuries, however, African societies south of the Sahara
have come to be viewed as singularly heterosexual. Epprecht carefully traces the many routes by which this
singularity, this heteronormativity, became a dominant culture. A fascinating story that will surely generate
lively debate Epprecht makes his project speak to a range of literatures—queer theory, the new imperial
history, African social history, queer and women’s studies, and biomedical literature on the HIV/AIDS
pandemic. He does this with a light enough hand that his story is not bogged down by endless references to
particular debates.

Heterosexual Africa? aims to understand an enduring stereotype about Africa and Africans. It asks how
Africa came to be defined as a “homosexual-free zone” during the colonial era, and how this idea not only
survived the transition to independence but flourished under conditions of globalization and early panicky
responses to HIV/AIDS.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Heterosexual Africa?: The History of an Idea from
the Age of Exploration to the Age of AIDS (New African Histories). You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Heterosexual Africa?: The
History of an Idea from the Age of Exploration to the Age of AIDS (New African Histories). You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's study.

Sharon Novick:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Heterosexual Africa?: The History of
an Idea from the Age of Exploration to the Age of AIDS (New African Histories), you can enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Lee Parkin:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Heterosexual Africa?: The History of an
Idea from the Age of Exploration to the Age of AIDS (New African Histories) can be the answer, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Helen Widner:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Heterosexual Africa?: The History of an Idea from the
Age of Exploration to the Age of AIDS (New African Histories) or even others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
Heterosexual Africa?: The History of an Idea from the Age of Exploration to the Age of AIDS (New African



Histories) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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