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Why did a practice that had been considered a duty stop being a duty, or, conversely, why did daughters lose
the right they had previously enjoyed of receiving from their parents the wherewithal to contribute to the
support of their marriage? Despite the many historical and anthropological studies about dowry, to the best
of my knowledge this is the first analysis of its disappearance. My hypothesis at a general level is that the
institution of dowry was among the many fetters to the development of capitalism, such as entail,
monopolies, and the privileges of the nobility, of churchmen, and of army officers, that disappeared as the
influence of industrial capital spread worldwide. Yet entail, monopolies, and privileges were abolished
legally, whereas the dowry was not abolished legally, it disappeared in practice. Thus the question remains:
what led individual families to change their customs regarding dowry?And they changed remarkably. I found
that, in the seventeenth century, practically all propertied families in São Paulo endowed every one of their
daughters, favoring them by giving dowries far exceeding the value of what their brothers would inherit later
on. By the early nineteenth century, in contrast, long before the custom of dowry had disappeared, less than a
third of the propertied families in São Paulo were endowing their daughters, and those who did gave
comparatively smaller dowries, with a very different content, while some families endowed only one or two
of several daughters.How to explain this transformation in customs? I will argue throughout this book that
the practice of dowry altered because of changes in society, the family, and marriage. Since dowry is a
transfer of property between family members, changes in the concept of property, in the way property is
acquired and held, or in business practices are relevant to an understanding of change in the institution of
dowry, as are changes in the function of the family in society, the way it is integrated into production, and
how it supports its members.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brock:

This Disappearance of the Dowry: Women, Families, and Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Disappearance of the Dowry:
Women, Families, and Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900 without we recognize teach the one
who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Disappearance
of the Dowry: Women, Families, and Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900 can bring whenever
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This Disappearance of the Dowry: Women, Families, and Social Change in
São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900 having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Beatrice Rogers:

This Disappearance of the Dowry: Women, Families, and Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900 are
usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Disappearance of the Dowry: Women, Families, and Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900 can be
on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
anyone with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this Disappearance of the Dowry: Women, Families, and Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Linda Manning:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Disappearance of
the Dowry: Women, Families, and Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900 suitable to you? The
actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Disappearance of the Dowry:
Women, Families, and Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900is one of several books that everyone
read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will
enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, thus
all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about
this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Beth Sanders:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than



other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Disappearance of the Dowry: Women, Families, and
Social Change in São Paulo, Brazil, 1600-1900. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains
can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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