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Coral reefs declined worldwide during the 1980s and 1990s, making them perhaps the most endangered
marine ecosystem on Earth. This realization spurred John W. Tunnell Jr. and others to write a comprehensive
book that would raise awareness of coral reefs and their plight. Tunnell and coeditors Ernesto A. Chávez and
Kim Withers present an integrated and broad-ranging synthesis, while Mexican and U.S. experts assess the
current state of these fragile systems and offer a framework for their restoration.

Beginning with a history of the research done in this region, Coral Reefs of the Southern Gulf of Mexico
covers the geography, geology, oceanography, ecology, and biodiversity of the thirty-eight “emergent” or
platform-type coral reefs in the southern Gulf. The editors include chapters on the biota—from algae to
fish—followed by a look at environmental impacts, both natural (such as hurricanes and red tides) and
human (such as ship groundings and dredging). The book closes with a discussion of conservation issues,
which is both descriptive and prescriptive in its assessment of what has been done and what should be done
to protect and manage these vital ecosystems.
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From reader reviews:

David Simpson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Coral Reefs of the
Southern Gulf of Mexico (Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies)? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Perla Baxter:

The e-book untitled Coral Reefs of the Southern Gulf of Mexico (Harte Research Institute for Gulf of
Mexico Studies) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Coral Reefs of
the Southern Gulf of Mexico (Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies) from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Teresa Graham:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Coral Reefs of the Southern
Gulf of Mexico (Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies) that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick
Coral Reefs of the Southern Gulf of Mexico (Harte Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies) become
your own personal starter.

Eugene Ruano:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Coral Reefs of the Southern Gulf of Mexico (Harte
Research Institute for Gulf of Mexico Studies) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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