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An extraordinary American comes to life in this vivid, groundbreaking portrait of the early days of the
republic—and the birth of modern politics

When the roar of the Revolution had finally died down, a new generation of American politicians was
summoned to the Potomac to assemble the nation's newly minted capital. Into that unsteady atmosphere,
which would soon enough erupt into another conflict with Britain in 1812, Dolley Madison arrived,
alongside her husband, James. Within a few years, she had mastered both the social and political intricacies
of the city, and by her death in 1849 was the most celebrated person in Washington. And yet, to most
Americans, she's best known for saving a portrait from the burning White House, or as the namesake for a
line of ice cream.
Why did her contemporaries give so much adulation to a lady so little known today? In A Perfect Union,
Catherine Allgor reveals that while Dolley's gender prevented her from openly playing politics, those very
constraints of womanhood allowed her to construct an American democratic ruling style, and to achieve her
husband's political goals. And the way that she did so—by emphasizing cooperation over coercion, building
bridges instead of bunkers—has left us with not only an important story about our past but a model for a
modern form of politics.

Introducing a major new American historian, A Perfect Union is both an illuminating portrait of an unsung
founder of our democracy, and a vivid account of a little-explored time in our history.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Gavin:

The book A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book A
Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation? Some of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you are able to share all of these. Book A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the
American Nation has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Holly Silva:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation content
conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and
the Creation of the American Nation is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

James Lightle:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the
American Nation. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to
be precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Erin Harmon:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just searching for the A Perfect Union: Dolley Madison and the Creation of the American Nation when you
required it?
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